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Sir Henry Sidney accompanied the visitors on
their way home as far as the Kentish coast, taking
with him his younger son Robert, who was entrusted
to Languet's care, and who now started, as Philip had
done before him, on two or three years of travel and
residence abroad. A strong friendship had grown
up between Sir Henry and Languet. The sturdy
Huguenot also became warmly attached to the
Countess of Pembroke and others of the Sidney kin-
dred, as well as to Philip's two dearest friends, Fulke
Greville and Edward Dyer. The former crossed the
Channel with him, being sent on a mission to some
of the German princes. Of the latter he said, " His
friendship is like a gem added to my treasures/'

On his way home, two or three months later,
Greville paid a visit to William of Orange, who was
then at Delft, and to him William gave a message
for Queen Elizabeth. Greville was to say, on
William's behalf, that, in his opinion, " her Majesty
had in Mr. Philip Sidney one of the ripest and
greatest counsellors of State that lived in Europe/'
and that, if her Majesty would but make trial of the
young man, the Prince staked his own credit on the
issue of any business he might be employed upon,
either with the friends or with the foes of England.
This message seems never to have been delivered.
When Sidney heard of it, he bade Greville keep
silence on the subject. If her Majesty did not
choose, of her own accord, to trust and advance
him, he said with proper dignity, she had better not
do it at all, seeing the commendation of another
could add nothing to his deserts.